



Chapter 1
The internet is a network of computers all over the world. To connect to the Internet, most people use a modem. This is necessary because computer information is digital, while people line information is analog. How fast a modem can interpret data is called a baud rate or bits per second. 

There are several parts to the Internet, including news groups, mailing lists, and the most popular (and fun) of all, the World Wide Web. This consists of millions of individual pages. A related collection of these pages is called a website. This first page of a website is usually the homepage, although more and more websites feature an entery page, which leads the reader to the home page. The home page is like a table a contents.

 On each web page, you will find links that you click to jump to other web pages. You can usually tell if text is linked because it is underlined and in a different color. Linked text is called hyper text. Often graphics act as links, also. Even if there are no visual clues such as a border or an underline, you can tell if an item is a link because the pointer turns into a little hand when it is positioned over a link.

To see web pages on the World Wide Web, you must have software known as a browser. To find a particular topic on the web, you need to use a search engine. Sometimes you can’t see the fancy stuff on web pages because you are missing a plug- in or two. You can always download the one(s) you need. A web page address is known as a URL. You know the address refers to a web page if you see the letters and symbols http:// in the address. The www.company.com part is called the domain name. The rest of the address is the path of file name, telling the browser where to find the web page.
